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in him.    He wanted to see Gytheris if only because he'd
sworn to Fulvia never to see her again.

Gytheris had told the janitor not to admit anyone else,
but Antonius didn't wait to be refused. He pushed past,
leaving the janitor silenced by his broad-shouldered presence
of authority; and before any objections could be made, lie
had passed the hall and entered the bedroom.

She was seated on the bed, trying to find the energy to
summon her maids and retire; and she looked up terrified
at the footsteps, the figures of Fabullus and Gallus merging
in her mind to produce something indescribably abhorrent.
But she saw the familiar and unexpected face of Antonius,
and her heart came back to her. She jumped up, crossed the
room, and caught him in her arms.

"You dear old thing," she said. " O what a beating you'll
get at home'for this."

He was surprised at the heat of her welcome, and wondered
for the first time if it had really been wise to come. The past
should be left in the past. But her pleasure was so sincere;
he couldn't but be pleased in turn.

She beat on his chest with her small fists. "What a big
strong man. I'd forgotten there was any such men left
except in a virgin's dream. And yet he's got a heart thump-
ing inside as loudly as in any pretty young poet.5' She laid
her head on his breast.

Roaring with laughter, he gave her a hug and let her go.
Then he quietened. "But I've come on business, young
woman."

"I love business," she said, smoothing the bed-coverlet.
"I know twenty-three new indecent songs. But come and
tell me how grandma Fulvia punished you for stealing the
honeypot."

He sat down. "You're the sweetest girl that ever prospered
for being naughty, and you make me home-sick for a romp.
But you don't realise what a world it's suddenly become. I
can't think of anything but politics. Young woman, the fate
of the world rests on these shoulders of mine."

"They're broad enough. One of them can carry me, so I
suppose the two of them won't have any trouble with the